CHAPTER XXXI

BtrSSIAST  INTERVENTION  ANB   THE   CAMPAIGN  OF

1877

WITH the return of spring I resumed my position,
and when I arrived at Cettinje, in the beginning of
April, the situation was one which made it politic
for the Sultan, had he known his pressing interests,
to yield to the conditions on which peace could
have been preserved. Montenegro held a position
stronger than that of the year before, and the
Prince, under diplomatic pressure, withdrew the
conditions which he had originally insisted on, ex-
cept two, viz., the recognition of the independence
of the Kutchi and the repatriation of the refugees
from Herzegovina, with guarantees for their tran-
quillity. This latter was a sine qua non of the res-
toration of Montenegro to its original condition, for
the principality was supporting on the slender basis
of its always insufficient means a population almost
equal to its own, and was already in a state ap-
proaching famine. Eussia was sending shiploads
of corn, and English charity was, as it always is,
large, but the retention of the refugees permanently
was impossible, even with foreign aid. They were
destitute not merely of homes but of earthly goods,
to an extent that made them as helpless as children,afeguard against this is the
